
SUSAN MORAKALIS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

LEGAL EXPERIENCE    

     Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago       Chicago, Illinois 

  Acting General Counsel 

  May 2017-Present 

 Manage and direct all legal and transactional matters in the District’s Law Department 

 Assign, supervise & review work of Law Department staff in areas of real estate, 

employment/claims, contracts/finance, environmental issues & litigation 

 Advise and counsel the Board of Commissioners, Executive Director and Department 

Heads on District legal matters 

 Provide legal opinions to the Board of Commissioners, Executive Director and other 

departments  

 Direct the preparation and administration of the Law Department’s preliminary 2018 

Budget 

 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago        Chicago, Illinois 

  Deputy General Counsel 

  January 2017-April 2017 
 Assumed responsibility of the General Counsel in his absence. 

 Assisted General Counsel in supervision of work of Head Assistant, Principal and Senior 

Attorneys and other subordinate staff in areas of real estate, litigation, environmental law, 

ordinance enforcement, civil service and employment, and user charges 

 Reviewed District budget, prepared motions for Board of Commissioners, advised 

department heads on fiscal matters, tracked budgeted expenditures 

 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Chicago, Illinois 

Head Assistant Attorney, Real Estate Division 

2011- 2017 

 Head of the Real Estate Division in the District’s Law Department 

 Managed all District real estate holdings 

 Supervised Real Estate Division staff 

 Reported directly to District’s General Counsel and Executive Director 

 Prepared annual budget of the Real Estate Division 

 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Chicago, Illinois 

Principal Assistant Attorney 

2006 - 2011 

  Handled complex real estate transactions in the Real Estate Division 

  Administered statutory leasing process from commencement to lease execution 

  Drafted transmittal letters to Board of Commissioners 

  Drafted leases, easements, permits, lease amendments and consent agreements 

 Responsible for all corporate use and reservoir projects administered by the Real Estate 

Division    

  Drafted contracts, easements and other legal documents for District corporate use projects 

such as TARP projects, reservoir construction projects, right-of-way acquisitions, sewer 

and facility rehab projects & flood control projects  

  Supervised, trained and mentored Real Estate Division attorneys and support staff 

members  

  Determined and analyzed environmental condition of District real estate and 

implemented remediation plans 

 Handled or supervised real estate litigation matters 

 Worked closely with governmental and municipal agencies in public works projects and 

drafting intergovernmental agreements and other legal documents that allowed District 

real estate to be available for public recreational use  

   



Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Chicago, Illinois 

Senior Assistant Attorney 

1997-2006 

 Implemented and administered the District’s statutory leasing process  from 

 commencement to lease execution 

 Drafted leases, easements, permits and other legal documents relating to use of District 

real estate 

 Prepared transmittal letters to Board of Commissioners 

 Advised department heads and Board of Commissioners on legal matters involving 

District real estate  

 Worked closely with Site Remediation Section in analyzing environmental condition of 

District real estate and implementing remediation plans  

 Worked with IEPA in resolving violation notices issued against the District  

 Handled real estate litigation matters such as forcible detainers and other enforcement 

actions 

 

KACG San Francisco, CA 

In-House Counsel 

1995-1997  

Served as in-house counsel to employment consulting company. Drafted business plans, employee 

manuals and handbooks for start-up companies and existing companies.  Advised companies on 

employee hiring practices and labor relation matters 

 

Levenfeld, Eisenberg, Janger, Glassberg, Samotny & Halper Chicago, Illinois 

Associate Attorney 

1991-1995 

Practiced in areas of real estate law, commercial lending, health care, and commercial litigation.  

Involved in all aspects of real estate acquisitions including shopping centers, long-term care 

facilities, commercial and industrial buildings. Argued motions, second chaired trials and 

administrative hearings 

 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH DISTRICT 

 

 Maximized rental income substantially since inception of new practices involving the 

leasing of industrial land for fair market value rates to lessen the financial burden on 

taxpayers 

 Assisted in the preparation of the North Shore Channel Resolution that provides for 

future use of District land along the North Shore Channel be used only for green-space 

and parks 

 Developed plan that revitalized several parcels of blighted District land in Lemont into 

highly developed and substantial revenue generating assets 

 Developed and implemented plan that successfully requires viable parties to commit to 

and address environmental contamination of District land resulting from their tenancies 

 Developed and implemented a Green Infrastructure program for District tenants 

 Committed to the District’s six goals under its Strategic Business Plan 

 

 EDUCATION 

Lake Forest Graduate School of Management-ExecEdge, July 2017 

 

The John Marshall Law School 

Juris Doctorate, May 1991 

 

University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign  

Bachelor of Arts, 1988 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS   

Illinois Supreme Court, 1991 

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois, 1992 


