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S
pecial district units o

f local governm
ent differ from

 general purpose governm
ents such as the C

ity of 
C

hicago and C
ook C

ounty in
 that they are legislatively authorized to provide a single service or group 

o
f services. 

A
s a non-hom

e rule unit o
f local governm

ent, the D
istrict only has lim

ited pow
ers. S

pecifically, a non-
hom

e rule unit like the D
istrict m

ay only exercise those pow
ers expressly granted to it by statute or 

those pow
ers necessarily im

plied by its express statutory authority. 

In the D
istrict's case these services involve w

astew
ater, storm

w
ater, resource recovery and related 

services. 

Legislation m
ust therefore be specifically tied to and relate to these activities. 



O
ver the past 10 years, the D

istrict has passed approxim
ately 20 bills into law

. 

A
dditionally, the D

istrict regularly engages w
ith ILG

A
 m

em
bers to provide feedback and concern on a broad range of legislative 

topics, including: 
• 

S
ingle m

em
ber district legislation 

• 
E

xpanded liability for flooding &
/or basem

ent backups. 
• 

E
xpansive environm

ental bills that w
ould be detrim

ental to D
istrict operations. 

T
he second year o

f the 103rd ILG
A

 w
ill begin in

 January 2024. S
enate and H

ouse R
ules state that during even-num

bered years of 
the ILG

A
, only appropriation bills im

plem
enting the budget and other legislative m

easures deem
ed to be o

f an em
ergency nature or 

to be o
f substantial im

portance to the operation of governm
ent should be advanced to substantive com

m
ittees. 

To date, there have been over 2
,6

0
0
 bills filed in

 the S
enate and 4,200 bills filed in the H

ouse. 

In
 order to focus on legislative success, it is recom

m
ended that a m

axim
um

 of tw
o to

 three initiatives be brought to
 the ILG

A
 in any 

given year. T
hese initiatives should represent the priorities o

f the D
istrict for that legislative year. 

Introducing m
ore than 2-3 bills in an

y
 year, can

 result in leadership an
d
 staff treating the req

u
ests w

ith less attention and/or present 
challenges lining up bill sponsors. 



• 
R

aise procurem
ent thresholds for contracts, purchase orders and operating em

ergencies 
to

 $100,000. 

• 
A

m
end M

W
R

D
 A

ct to
 add the w

ord "aides" to describe the em
ployees that w

ork fo
r 

com
m

issioners. 

• 
C

reation o
f a D

iversity, E
quity, Inclusion &

 Justice D
epartm

ent 

• 
W

ork w
ith Illinois A

ssociation o
f W

astew
ater A

gencies (IA
W

A
) to am

end Illinois 
D

epartm
ent o

f T
ransportation (ID

O
T

) R
ight o

f W
ay (R

O
W

) requirem
ents to reim

burse the 
D

istrict to m
ove infrastructure w

hen required 



• 
C

reation o
f position o

f D
eputy E

xecutive D
irector 

— 
T

he duties and functions o
f this position can be achieved by a budgeted position, thereby elim

inating the 
need to seek a legislate change to the statute. 

• 
Identify opportunities to

 support legislation pertaining to the follow
ing concepts: D

B
E

 
utilization; M

unicipal and W
astew

ater F
unding; D

isaster/E
m

ergency R
elief Legislation 

and P
F

A
S

 


